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The Advisory Committee of ICCSD was established in April 2019 and it
provides professional consultancy to ICCSD. The Committee includes about
29 members from 13 countries who come from international organizations,
research institutes, social organizations and private companies. They are
engaged in creativity economy, urban development, industrial planning,
design, artificial intelligence, network technology, sustainable development

and communication etc.
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The COVID-19 pandemic is posing great threats to the global economic and social development, to people’s health and well-be-
ing, and to the pursuit of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. According to the UNDP, the overall level of the Human
Development Index (HDI) will see a decline for the first time since 1990. However, new technologies and creative practices are
emerging and are widely applied, helping to maintain virtual exchanges and collaboration during the period when social distancing
is of prime importance. Online meetings and forums, cloud exhibitions and performances have become increasingly popular in our
lives and in maintaining multilateral exchanges and knowledge sharing. But for the less advanced countries, the wide use of new
technologies may lead to a further widening the gap — a new divide - between rich and poor. It is hoped that the negative impacts of
the pandemic might recede as countries will be able to cope with the fallout of COVID-19 and as vaccines become available for the
global population at large. Yet, some negative drawbacks will persist until the world finds a “new normal”. Against this background,
the questions as how can sustainable development be promoted and what role can innovation and creativity play, and the extent to
which digitalization was applied in such a difficult period were raised. The meeting solicited opinions of experts from several

countries, which provided intelligence support for the realization of UN SDG goals.
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15 members from 10 countries attended the meeting
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Hans d'Orville (Germany)

Chairman of Advisory Committee of ICCSD;

Former Assistant Director-General for
Strategic Planning of UNESCO; Member of
International Advisory Committee of
EcoForum Global, Guiyang; Honorary
Professor of South China University for
Technology,Guangzhou
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Mugendi M :Rithaa
(Kenya)

President Emeritus of the

World Design Organization;

Professor of Machakos

University, Machakos

TRBEH o)
o2
ARG EAE, SRS

(b E SO R JRAR ) T 4
Zhang Xiaoming (China)
Researcher of Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences; Vice Director of
China National Center for Culture
Studies; Chief Editor of Cultural
Bluebook: Report of Cultural

Industry of China
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Riccardo Balbo (italy)

Academic Director of Istituto
Europeo di Design (IED)
Global, Managing Director of
IED, Torino
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Wang Min (United States)
Vice President of Academic

Committee, Central Academy of

Fine Arts (CAFA); Former Dean of
Design Institute of CAFA;

Chairman of China Region for

Alliance Graphic International
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Zhu Xufeng (china)
Vice President of School of
Policy and Management, and
Director of Institute for
Sustainable Development
Goals, Tsinghua University

HRHT « Z4EF] Gem)
G R T BRAR R H Hh # F
HS N, Comediai& M4
(1PN

Charles Landry
(United Kingdom)

Author, speaker and international
adviser on the future of cities;
Founder of the Creative City concept;
Founder of the think tank Comedia
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Xiang Yong (China)

Professor, Vice Dean of Institute for

Cultural Industries, Peking University;

Deputy Director of National Research
Base for Cultural Industries,
Innovation and Development
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Marisa Henderson
(Argentina)

Chief of Creative Economy
Programme, UNCTAD
(special guest)
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Chen Ping (Germany)
Global Vice-Chairman of
International Organization of

Folk Art; Dean and Professor of
Research Center of Cultural

Heritage and Creative Industries,
Jinan University, Guangzhou
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g (China)
Dean of School of
Information Art, Tsinghua
University; Member of
Chinese Artists
Association; Senior
Member of International
Association of Electrical
and Electronic Engineers
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(Chile)

Coordinator Networks
and Partnerships,
Creative Economy
Programme, UNCTAD
(special guest)
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Mehri Madarshahi (Canada)
President of Global Cultural Networks;
Visiting Professor of South China
University for Technology,
Guangzhou; Vice Chairman of
Asia-Pacific Exchange and
Cooperation Foundation; Former
Senior Economist and Management
Analyst, UN Secretariat
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Yann Debelle de Montby
(France)

Chairman and CEO of Debelle de
Montby Associates Ltd. Shanghai;
Former Director of Image and
Communication at Alfred Dunhill
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Liu Chao (China)

Assistant Professor of
Tongji University,
Shanghai

(special guest)




WA

9H25H, BREEARSCALEPR IR SRS RO (BUR AR “QIEF0” ) H-mEHE R kel
FER AT, T 2B L AHE M R EE, ARSVCRHE LT “m58h” Wik I

SV T QR POEE TAREARE O, EAT TSR RS R GO Z FOESS; Wil S ATE s R A
WOl R PG EERE T R T, AR AR, DA SR 7 R e s R Sk A . Bl bt
PAT FAEH W QIR OB R R B A B HORE AL ST s M B B 00 - TE4ES), AR BRI R G
ffe th 2 AR SN « 22780, BRG I B7 20 AR TR i QI A0t B A A I 4 Db U B3R U IR ale » BRIEAIE, R i it2#
Ber RS ERE « BURME, SRROCMZ R, B EaTB A mMyasr g Qs « Sikibay, ARt A5e%
RSl « MFERRE . R A RR TR SR R BT FT B AT B K AR ISR B 10 E X 16T X M 2 BOF RS .

RB10NERHPLEFAZRBESEEANES

Q7 PO AT AR IR, HR I e B R T R, OV AT R T RRNE . mRRET . EAH
B BTG PRI B R AR B AR S o (R B 1) ) A P A A T AR AR . A, B
PGB B F— MY B R G, AR R KN — AT B AL RAR, E QT 1 FE
RIS AR e 7 SR B AR FO LB ki 13 O —AME S AR R I S T HE 4 R R BT, B AE
B R Bty o BT 3T B4 SR B LR S RO P b OB RS A . TR TTHE S5 M U 7 8, HE sl
(RS HE . RILABINT . ST RS R R et Dovoop.

b, BRI 2 R A TR OB S s 1K B A
U« 3 2 A AL R SO I I R B K 55 R Al ©e e ae
LS G BT L AT 2 AT 1408 ) 55 R TS BROE S

D« EYERNA TR ORI EDIFE, BT 2019-20204 Y £ 2
TAE, Hx$2020-202 4R BE (6 TAEHRIHEST TR, fherR, Qe 2 . =
—EHIEHER L. BT RS S TR TSR T, N UBRORTERE H TS LR
PR R R BRI RIS, 4LV BRE AT R AR QIR R, R BSOS, SR, AR IR
PP &, BTSSR, S20RAH MBI R A B 5108 EREE, S0 F WM A 1
M. DU - BAERROR, Aok, BURROAE SELS EBR S CASUNR S E, BREZCRSEENTE, BRGNS
AL B RIEAS T BR A SR, RN IR A A S R, 76 O S0 B TH A 2 5 2 A R o

psi



IcCSD omittee

ARG, AT RS RS AR B B R BRI B 2 h, ‘AR, R BER A E KA SRR
o, TREEIEP LI TR, 7

b, 5RO ER L ARSI SRR S DA AT IS R . IS4y 80K, ARRKE A B U800 5 3 2 BRI
MIH, FISRAGE EERFIAY, LHRAOTESE B & T IO B4 B 2B X A 2 L5 i
Wi 7 AR A SR BB BB MG B 7 “WETT R A T ROV W R R IR MR i@ i =08, A
PR X BRAG . GRS AR AR AR DAL AH R BB 286 o ARV, BEIEA IR Beit BT Rpak i R 440
BRI TR, EnfA SRS, St St PR E R, moa s, S ENIZIEE TR, BRI U4
BAt, MAEMR. EER T, E A R RIE N BT I 0 R, O Rk K AR TR E S R, &
FABEARE], REFNER T ER, E4E NS AT RE e R M, 5+ HUAE 20304 iy 1 91 58 eIk 15 FE m] Rp s Jie F AR

ﬂ“lﬂﬂi&ﬂml FROESTHEZRT
F—EEAZRXEZREWN

P Second Session of the First Advisory C& ‘ttee of | . ional Centeri_ a2 eahvllv and

Sustainable Development undel Auspices g NESCO ( Caler}

WHEPLEFAZRSER, BREEH NUERPLRTEEERALTAEILFLHRRARKABEREERIES
ﬂéﬁ%z%%ﬁﬂ%ﬂ%*i (ERESHAKRE. Hill. @& )
X *



ICCSD

Meeting Summary

The Second Session of the First Advisory Committee to International Center for Creativity and Sustainable Development under
the auspices of UNESCO (hereinafter referred to as ICCSD) was convened in Beijing on September 25. It applied "Cloud Commu-
nication" to exchange ideas online and offline because of the pandemic.

The session included a brief summary on ICCSD's work in the previous year, the inauguration and certificate granting of the new
members of the Advisory Committee. In addition, members focused on figuring out innovative and creative ways to continuously
promote the global sustainable development in times of changes under the context of COVID-19. 15 experts from 10 countries
attended the meeting and made speeches, including Xiao Lan, Executive Director of ICCSD, Hans d'Orville, Chairman of the
ICCSD Advisory Committee, and former Assistant Director-General for Strategic Planning of UNESCO, Charles Landry, the
proposer and supporter of the Creative City concept, Carolina Quintana, a coordinator of UNCTAD Creative Economy Network,
Riccardo Balbo, Academic Director of Istituto Europeo di Design, Mehri Madarshahi, President of Global Culture Network, and
former Senior Economist, United Nations, Mugendi K.M'Rithaa, President Emeritus of the World Design Organization, and Zhu

Xufeng, Executive Director of Institute for Sustainable Development Goals, Tsinghua University.

Committee members from 10 countries attend the session online

Xiao Lan said that COVID-19 has not only endangered the world, but also provided various industries with more opportunities for
development. Services driven by digital technology have positive effects on the work and life during the pandemic, including
telemedicine, online education, shared platform, Office Automation and cross-boarder e-commerce. In his opinion, it is certain that
the digital economy would be a crucial growth area in the next stage. In the future, we will face a new era which is rapidly changing
when we develop the economy. Thus, innovative thinking modes and creative solutions are urgently needed to seize the opportuni-
ties and handle the challenges of the era. ICCSD, as an international platform which advocates advancing sustainable development
in a creative way, will play a bigger role in the nearer future when the previous system is shocked and a new turning point emerges.
ICCSD would be committed to collecting and studying creative plans across the world, reforming supporting scientific and techno-

logical innovation, and cultural prosperity in a sustainable way.

During the session, Hans d'Orville, president of the ICCSD Advisory Committee,
and former UNESCO Assistant Director-General, announced that Professor Xiang
Yong, vice director of Institute for Cultural Industries, Peking University, became a
new committee member of ICCSD. Xiao Lan, executive director of ICCSD, awarded

Professor Xiang Yong a certificate of committee member.

Hans d'Orville introduced the history of ICCSD, main programs in 2019 and work
plans in 2020. He presented that ICCSD had conducted practical and abundant work

in investigation and research, advertising and communication, and international

N Xiao Lan, Executive Director of ICCSD,
cooperation in the previous year. The center has expanded creative projects and cases addresses in the session
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after a successful pilot program, encouraged professionals across the world to discuss the construction of creative cities, and provid-
ed a platform for countries to exchange cultures, share experience and achieve win-win cooperation. It has cooperated with more
than 20 news agencies and gathered plenty of experience in the field. It has participated in over 10 international events and reached
cooperation intentions with more than 30 institutions. Hans d'Orville said that the center hopes to deepen the cooperation with the
UNESCO, establish more platforms for communication and collaboration, widen the channels for committee members to exchange
ideas and share experience, focus on social media operations and reports, and provide more examples of creative cases and achieve-
ments for committee members. It will also nurture talents and blend the concept of sustainable development into works of young
designers in the world. He said, "We hope experts would continue to pay close attention to ICCSD and learn about the highlights of

our work in the future."

In the meeting, participants highly recognized and supported ICCSD's achievements. They indicated that they would coordinate
more resources and projects from various fields and discuss further cooperation with ICCSD. Concentrating on three topics, experts
conducted further discussion on the pandemic's impacts on globalization, the creative economy and urban development, as well as
the corresponding innovative measures during the consulting and discussion. The three topics were "New Thinking under New
Normal: COVID-19's Impacts on Globalization and the Creative Economy", "Innovative and Creative Measures Are Adopted in
Cities to Curb the Pandemic" and "Research, Advertisement and Digital Tools Advancing Sustainable Development". Professionals
believed that the outbreak put forward new requirements for creativity, design and sustainable development. They realized the
significance of creating, building, sharing and discussing jointly. Facing the pandemic, countries should cooperate with each other,
promote multilateralism and globalization, express themselves, and respond to issues confronting them in more dignified, creative
and fairer ways, as well as contribute to the world's recovery and development. In addition, experts mentioned that countries are

supposed to try their best to overcome difficulties and achieve the sustainable goals before 2030 although the pandemic's influence

is tremendous.
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As a former United Nations Economic officer and a member of the Advisory Committee of ICCSD, Mehri Madarshahi began her
presentation with congratulating the global community for the 75 anniversary of the United Nations — she quoted the UN Secre-
tary-General on the importance and relevance of multilateral cooperations among member states at the time that the world is
confronting protectionism and competitions. She highlighted the importance of ICCSD, as a promoter of multilateral and sustain-
able development cooperations and emphasized that during the post-pandemic, the Center should help advance global governance
and promote SDGs more vigorously than usual.

This is due to the fact that the post pandemic will pose unexpected challenges for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda on
Sustainable Development. The dire economic situations in many countries will impact negatively the timely implementations of
goals on poverty reduction, public health, human well-being and others. Many countries will not overcome these reverse economic
impacts on their future plans, be it on social, industrial or cultural sectors for a foreseeable future. COVID-19 is not only a wake-up
call, it is a dress rehearsal for the world of challenges to come. We must move forward with humility — recognizing that a micro-
scopic virus has brought the world to its knees. A New Global Deal must be rooted in a fair globalization, based on the rights and
dignity of every human being, on living in balance with nature, and on our responsibilities to future generations.

The negative impact of the coronavirus on cultural life and artistic expressions was also sudden and unpredictable. To overcome

some of its negative impacts, new ways for presenting and consuming art and culture in different forms must be pursued. The
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pandemic has upended the world, but that upheaval has created space for something new. The power of creativity along with use of

technology and innovation could give rise to transformative changes in our future world.

The integration of science and technology with digital economy could also create a swelling ground for a new model of global
governance. With the help of science and technology goals of SDG will be further advanced and disruption caused by COVID-19

could be overcome.

Despite laudable attempts, we so far have not reduced our greenhouse gas emissions in line with scientific advice, making this the
most critical decade ever. The next 10 years will determine whether we stand any chance of preventing the worst impacts of climate
change, orders of magnitude worse than the COVID-19 disruption.

This requires shift to a new paradigm and new thinking.
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Charles Landry believes that the pandemic has brought us a new understanding of what is most important. The goal of sustainable
development is certainly one of the most important. During the pandemic, we are much more looking forward to a green, flowery
world. We have to face the double challenges of fighting the pandemic and protecting the environment.

Creative industries have been hit hard by the pandemic. Changing our mindset and developing new storytelling skills are key to
controlling the pandemic, economic recovery and revitalizing the creative industry. The change of thoughts and attitude includes
that of curiosity, inspirations, awe.

The pandemic makes our communication difficult, but it also makes us more aware of the importance of co-creation, co-construc-

tion and consultation for shared benefits. Only such interaction can bring us the convergence of ideas and more ideological sparks.

Pandemics have long existed since ancient times and will not disappear in the future. Just as the Great Spanish Flu epidemic
changed people's perception of time and space at that time, the COVID-19 will also change ours. We used to pay attention to the big
cities acting as hubs of the world, but now the massive application of online office and other technologies may weaken the functions

of big cities, thus we should pay attention to the development of small and medium-sized cities in the next step.

The pandemic has also brought some unexpected changes. For example, some old-fashioned businesses and social traditions are
returning. Some interesting inventions have begun to emerge, such as in Helsinki, where they have bred dogs to sniff out people who

were infected with the COVID-19 , providing innovative solutions for the prevention and control of the pandemic.
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Chen Ping put forward some thoughts on taking innovative and creative measures to deal with the pandemic in urban environ-
ment. The first is to use modern new media to maintain the priority and quality of education, promote the interaction between young
people, give more psychological guidance to young people to make up for the loss during their upbringing. The second is to provide
people-centered design for the elderly, women and children in economically backward areas and mentally handicapped people to
equally use modern facilities, such as using medical software. Thirdly, urban planning should consider the public space for the needs
of the elderly and children in the community, so as to promote interpersonal communication. Fourth, give full play to the important
role of young people in the field of creative industries, such as carrying out the training program for young creative talents in Guang-
dong, Hong Kong and Macao Bay area, and conducting comprehensive training on the creative ability of young designers aiming at

consumption and production, clean drinking water and sanitation facilities included in the sustainable development goals.
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Professor Balbo proposed three thoughts on the impact of the epidemic. First, the pandemic has brought about significant changes
in space and resources. For example, the distancing between people has changed greatly, and the resources of all walks of life have
also been greatly affected. In this context, we should let creativity play its role of "balancing resources and constraints" and create a
new balance according to the existing resources, and in turn find solutions from the design to build a new mode of change and
development. Second, a disaster it maybe, the pandemic also acts as a catalyst. It presses the pause button for some parts of our lives,
but it also speeds up the progress of others. Creativity is an important tool for us to solve problems in the face of a lot of changes in
life, cities and beyond. Third, while the pandemic has caused huge losses, it also reminds us of the importance of achieving tthe
sustainable development goals. We should constantly review the past, comparing the differences between the new normal and the

old normal, so as to find a new balance point to improve the current situation with creativity and design.
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In Prof. Mugendi M’Rithaa’s view, coronavirus has given prominence to the connection between people. In Africa, the children
call it crown for its lethality. It is definitely a massive disaster. He further stated that more than 70% of people in Sub-Saharan Desert
lived in poverty in 1960s, but now it has dropped to less than 8%. Africa has made great progress in the first goal of 17 SDGs—no
poverty. Now, African countries lack better delivery systems to ensure the regular supply of electricity and water. On the other hand,
both online and offline teaching methods are exploited in this continent with a hope to educate and encourage the students who learn
design. We need to commit ourselves to eradicating the inequality in education and speeding up the construction of information
exchanges to bring benefits of Internet to the remote areas.

The challenges that SDG are faced with need to be tackled by creativity. People should equally express their ideas with dignity in

the principle of coordination, collaboration and sharing.
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Prof. Wang Min said that on a mission to “One World, One Dream”, we should design for the shared destiny of human beings in

the pursuit of a common farewell and move forward together. But this is both a challenge and a task for designers and the creative

industry.
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Mr. Xiang discussed three key perceptions during the pandemic. The first one is the new thought under the new normal. There is
no doubt that Covid-19 has impacted our existence, living and life. To address these challenges, we need to get rid of the traditional
binary thinking and form a multi-thinking instead. The second is the new ideas led by the new thinking. Creativity includes both the
hard one on the technological level and the soft one on the cultural level. Today, we pay more attention to the new ideas of culture.
Under such a circumstance, one concept comes into being—that is “a community with shared interests”. It is a community of
empathy and shared history rather than responsibility and destiny. All the human beings witness the history and all experience it. The
third one is the new model created by the new ideas. Currently, digital technology developed rapidly. New forms of experience, retail

and lifestyle bring changes to the creativity of culture. It advances dramatically the development of digital culture and creativity.

For the future of ICCSD, Mr. Xiang proposed that it can explore and share more findings from the perspective of a community of
history and culture based on the first perception. Additionally, ICCSD can also promote a new paradigm of 4P—property, platform,
partner and power. It can launch an IP co-creation plan around the world, offer a platform for the worldwide creativity, form a
partnership with other bodies, and accumulate the strength from global creativity to keep the influence and vitality of new culture

and creativity.
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Prof. Xu Yingqing stated that during the pandemic, many museums have exhibited their collections and posted information online
via new media and people can visit them with a similar experience in reality. The new ways of exhibition like online museums and
virtual exhibitions from all directions have brought greater opportunity for museums surprisingly. By a better fusion of traditional
media and emerging ones, we can broadly spread the essence and era worth of the cultural relics that more people can enjoy the
benefits of Internet, new media, AR and VR at home. He also expressed his expectation that ICCSD can make some contribution to

the online shows and help the worldwide artists and scientists to communicate with more people.
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Based on his career as an experienced design practitioner, Yann Debelle de Montby discussed the connection between creativity,
technology, pandemic and the future of rural and urban areas. He expressed that during the pandemic, we should keep optimistic and
look forward to the future. Particularly, we should rethink the distinctive development problems that big cities and rural areas are
faced with. Sustainable development is related to the well-being of the human race as well as the Chinese. As two critical approaches,
creativity and technology bring imagination and hard power of science and technology together. By this way can sustainability come

true.
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Mr. Zhang discussed three important perceptions of the impact of the pandemic on digital and creative economy. First, Covid-19
is both a challenge and an opportunity. Huge economic loss as it brought about, it has promoted the structural reform of the creative
industry and advanced the development of digital and internet-related technology greatly. The departments of digital technology
contribute 34% to the growth of the creative industry in China. Second, in the new normal, digitalization becomes a trend in the area
of culture for development and profits. The epidemic speeds up the process in which culture is empowered by the technology and in
turn, culture powers the economy, which has provided new opportunities and space for the future development of China. Third,
“innovation-driven development” will become a new economic model. That is to say that technological innovation powers culture
and accelerates the combination of culture and technology. Therefore, culture and technology get closer to our daily life and the real

economy in order to power the economy and finally change our living conditions and lifestyles.
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Prof. Zhu stated that the globalization goes into reverse as the pandemic breaks out, and we are aware of the importance of global
governance and connectivity. He proposed his advice to the development of ICCSD. First, ICCSD should take advantage of two
programs proposed by President Xi—a UN Global Geospatial Knowledge and Innovation Center and an International Research
Center of Big Data for Sustainable Development Goals. Second, an immense amount of donation is devoted to healthcare which
definitely demonstrates the social responsibility of corporations. However, the input of resources to other areas of SDGs are occupied
as well. Third, the center should reinforce the policy research capability. The policies implemented from the outbreak to the openings
show the high-efficient operation of decision-making and advisory systems. Fourth, the support from experts and scientists together
with the adoption of suggestions from them by the decision-makers contributes to the victory in the fight against coronavirus. ICCSD

should play its role in gathering the information from experts and issuing research findings.
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Carolina Quintana said that according to the decision made in the General Assembly, 2021 is viewed as a critical year to achieve
the sustainability of creativity globally. We need to support the developing countries more to promote their export diversity, like the
export of creative industry. More countries, UN bodies, civil organizations, private sectors, academic groups and individuals should
be encouraged to cooperate and connect with each other. At the same time, we should improve our ability to utilize resources and

perfect our environment to tackle the impact of the pandemic on the creative economy. It seems that we can cooperate in many fields

and launch initiatives jointly.
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Liu Chao has noticed that many infections were infected at home. For people in Shanghai where the average living space per
person is fewer than 30 square meters, how to reduce the infection rate during the lockdown through indoor design is very urgent.
When designing the public space in our community, we should pay more attention to the function of prevention and control. She gave
some details about the new tech applied in the prevention and control of Covid-19 and sustainable design management. Take the
health code. It can not only trace the infections but also help people pay for the public service online. It can avoid face-to-face contact
and lower the risk of infection, especially in the area with dense residents. In her view, another effective communication is to learn

lessons from the policies of prevention and control and to review online.
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Let me thank you all for your participation and for your patience in remaining on line much longer than we had planned. The rich
content and the inspiring speeches well justified this extension. We have heard many valuable proposals, in particular regarding
several national or institutional efforts. Yet, as an international center under the auspices of UNESCO, ICCSD must focus in particu-
lar also on multilateral approaches. This is one of the major themes which was running through our discussion, especially during this
75th anniversary of the United Nations observed in 2020. ICCSD is unique inasmuch as it is the first multilateral institution dealing
with creativity, which has become a power in its own right, and its impact on sustainable development as captured by the UN’s
Agenda 2030.

COVID-19 has thrust us into a totally new world. The linkage between the pandemic, the sustainable development goals (SDGs),
city development and green recovery is writ large on ICCSD’s agenda. The world has entered a time of uncertainty and disruption.
Developing countries in particular are vulnerable due to their lack of economic diversity. They face daunting consequences. We must
search for a new balance between what is a new normal and the old abnormal which will define the scope of future globalization.
We need a new global deal, an inclusive multilateralism to protect the planet. This must be the key and the umbrella for all future
initiatives.

We have to break down globalization into creative projects for each individual SDG. Creativity can provide disruptive visions,
where the balance between resources and constraints can generate new projects. Arguably, the pandemic is a catalyst to attain the
SDGs while at the same time also being disruptive. Indeed, these are two sides of the same coin. We need multilateral solutions, of
which there is right now a deficit in spite of proliferating global crises. The SDGs are the paramount framework for a green recovery,
and especially so for climate change action and the reduction of harmful emissions.

COVID-19 is a dress rehearsal for challenges to come. We have to avoid splitting the world and creating new tensions. In pandem-
ic conditions, this is particularly relevant for scientific research projects. In addition, COVID-19 has a negative impact on culture
and sports, but thanks to new online opportunities many more people can now appreciate arts and music as well as sports events.

Such expanded access is facilitated through new technologies, artificial intelligence and applications accessible from homes.

COVID-19 is a dress rehearsal for challenges to come. We have to avoid splitting the world and creating new tensions. In pandem-
ic conditions, this is particularly relevant for scientific research projects. In addition, COVID-19 has a negative impact on culture
and sports, but thanks to new online opportunities many more people can now appreciate arts and music as well as sports events.

Such expanded access is facilitated through new technologies, artificial intelligence and applications accessible from homes.

The impact of COVID-19 on cities was also highlighted. We need a platform for knowledge exchange among cities. We also need

to design new apps for education, for the involvement of youth and for bringing rural populations closer to what is happening in the
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fight against COVID. This is the enabling power of technology. ICCSD should reach out to companies like Xiaomi to help to
develop such apps. The nexus between design, creativity and technology is a key for the future sustainability of the world. This
message was echoed in various presentations.

The pandemic has opened a new path for the pursuit of new values such as human dignity, equality, sharing, solidarity, resilience,
health, prevention and agricultural resources. The public appetite for transformative change is clearly growing in the present circum-
stances.

When we look to the role of design, and the design framework, creativity is about one world sharing the same dream, empathy,

design for the one-ness of humanity, and the pursuit of common welfare of all humanity. Such activities are resurging globally.

Education is another critical area, which will require e-learning and numerous digital apps and online courses. COVID-19 has
limited student exchanges across the world and the interaction among youth has been reduced. ICCSD can contribute to support the
development of online and digitized curricula and, to that end, partner and share with universities. New technologies and the Internet
can enhance training activities, involving also a redesign of MOOCs and Zoom-based courses. This can help promote young talents
and reinforce the impact of cultural heritage and its legacy for sustainable development.

Creativity is a resource to find solutions to intractable issues. Indeed, it is the -as yet unrecognized — fourth pillar of sustainability.
Something that seemed impossible in the past is now possible at a much faster speed. We have to shift ways how we organize the
system of work, moving away from old thinking and preserving our mental health. A collective effort must be cast in a holistic and
integrated way. It cannot be done step by step and single issue by single issue. We must work together with creative people and
industries to generate solutions. The precept of physical distancing must be combined with social togetherness, which creates
vibrancy and nurtures inspiration and imagination. To this end, we have to change the nature of place and space in time. It is estimat-
ed that COVID has fast-forwarded this development by 5 to 6 years.

In terms of urban planning and new forms of mobility, there are other challenges. Spatial design and architecture are challenged
to help reduce the virus infection and design healthier and more comfortable housing units. New technologies, mobile apps and Al
will revolutionise sustainable urban design and decrease the density of human engagement.

For one, culture will change and reshape our lives in the future. We must stimulate the imagination to rethink how we tackle the
manifold problems. Overall, communication will be critical. SDG 17 on partnerships should be of particular interest and relevant for
ICCSD, tapping into a commonwealth of knowledge, knowhow and benchmarking. ICCSD is already partnering with Tsinghua
University, Jinan University, UNESCO, UNCTAD, as well as with new international centers headquartered in China, such as those
dealing with geographic information and big data.

The biggest disruption will be how we work and where we will work. We have to give a new face to cities as a result of the
pandemic. We must design for well-being and for decent work alike. It will be important that political decision-making at all levels
and in all countries is influenced by experts and researchers. This should become part of the new normal. Likewise collaboration
between academies of science and acceptance of and recourse to the role of the World Health Organization should be broadly
promoted. A network of science cities could play a particular role in that regard as well.

We have to involve the public in such work and appreciate the pursuit of culture and arts at home. But we need a new mindset to
deal better with the balance of being close and open.

ICCSD’s focus and commitment should be defined by four paradigms, the four Ps: global creative property, global platforms for
global creativity, global partnerships, and global creative powers and cultural creativity. The four Ps will be a guiding torch for
ICCSD’s future work. All efforts can be highlighted and showcased throughout the year 2021 which has been designated by the
United Nations as the International Year of Creative Economy for Development. UNCTAD, ICCSD’s new partner, will serve as UN
lead agency for the celebration of this year and joint efforts to promoting the objectives of the Year will be of great importance.

Let me express once again my appreciation for all exceedingly rich presentations and suggestions made during this second

meeting of the ICCSD Advisory Committee.
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